Getting higher education data from common sources
EDH7916 | Summer C 2020

Benjamin Skinner

There are many places you can find higher education data. Below are a few publicly-available sources with
instructions on how to find and download data sets to use in your research. This list is by no means complete,
but should give you a general idea of what’s available.

NCES Surveys

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is part of the Department of Education’s Institute
of Education Sciences (IES). NCES offers a large number of resources for researchers interested in higher
education.
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Among these are longitudinal surveys that follow different cohorts of students from high school through
college and beyond.


https://nces.ed.gov

Historical Background

H5L5:09 NELS:E8B HS&B NLS-72

ELS:2002 must be seen in the context of the prior NCES high school studies. ELS:2002 looks back to these past studies, upon which it builds
and to which its findings will be compared. At the same time, it uniguely enhances the accomplishments of its predecessors by updating the
content of the survey and extending the time line to a new decade.

Research Design for the NCES High School Cohorts
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Specifically, we’ll go through the steps to download the Education Longitudinal Study of 2002 (ELS). The
good news is that the process is the same for the other surveys.

To get to the online code book you’ll use to download the raw data files, head to the NCES homepage

(nces.ed.gov) and click in the following order: 1. Menu 1. Data & Tools 1. Downloads Microdata/Raw Data
1. EDAT


https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/els2002/
https://nces.ed.gov
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T Alook at the postsecondary enrollment of students who took career and

You may see a couple of popups — just agree. Once you’ve clicked through those, you should see the code
book home screen. From here, you can access a number of data sets. We’ll focus on ELS, but as I said above,
the process is the same: just choose another data set from the code book homepage if you’d rather use that
data.
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When you choose ELS, you'll see the online code book. You can (and should) use this to learn about variables
— their definitions, how they’re constructed, missing values, etc. You can also use this tool to only select
a few variables for download. Don’t do that! You should plan to download the full data set and do any
filtering or subsetting in your analytic code.

Click the Downloads button to get the data.
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You’ll be presented with a number of file types. Because you are using R, you could read in all these data
types — either with standard functions or functions from the tidyverse haven package.

My recommendation:

e If you don’t care about labels: Download the CSV version for maximum portability
e If you’d like labeled data: Download the STATA version and use haven::read_dta() to input the
data

I generally like labels, so we’ll choose the STATA version


https://haven.tidyverse.org
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After choosing your file version, you can finally download the files. Go ahead and click each box to download
all the files.
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics (aside from a lot of other useful information) has a number of National
Longitudinal Surveys. These are similar to those from the NCES, but much more expansive. They include:

o National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 (NLSY97)

 National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79)

o NLSY79 Children and Young Adults (NLSCYA)

o National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Mature Women (NLSW)
o National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Men and Older Men (NLSM)

If you decide to use one of these surveys in your work, it will probably be the NLSY97, which began following
a cohort of high schools students in 1997.


https://www.bls.gov/nls/
https://www.bls.gov/nls/
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Scrolling down on the NLS97 page, you'll see a section for Accessing the data via the Investigator. Because
the NLSY is so large, you may choose to go this route.
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You can create a log in, which is nice if you come back often since you can save tag sets (variable groups you
want to download), or just log in as a guest.

L ] m # nisinfo.org

Investigator

NLS Investigator Welcome, Guest | LOGIN | Register | Search | Help

Log in Welcome to NLS Investigator
Username:
Sponsored by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the National Longitudinal Surveys (NLS) are a family of surveys dedicated to tracking

the labor market and other life experiences of American men and women.
Password:

The seven NLS cohorts are:

National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 (NLSY97) . .
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1879 (NLSY79) You can log in, or just search as a guest
NLSY79 Child and Young Adul

Older Men

Mature Women

‘Young Men

Young Women

To access data for any of the seven NLS cohorts use the login box to the left of begin searching fs guest.

NLSY User-Initiated Questions: We're soliciting suggestions for new questions to add to the NLSY97, NLSY79, and childiyoung
adult surveys. Please visit the NLSY User-Initiated Questions page to learn how to make an informal suggestion or submit a formal
proposal.

Forgot Password

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | System Use Policy | Privacy Palicy For help, emall usersve@chrr.osu.edu

Once inside, the investigator will allow you to choose which NLS data you want to access. So even though
we got here via the NLSY97 page, we can still look at NLSY79 data if we want. Whichever you choose, go
ahead a choose to look at all data rounds.
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NLS Investigator Search

NLS Investigator

Select the study you want to work with: .
NLSY97 (Natianal Langitudinal Survey of Youth 1997) +— Ch oose WhICh NLS Study you wa nt...

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select a substudy:
+ (Choose One)

NLSYS7 1897-2017 (rounds 1-18) < .s .j ust pl Cl( eve l‘yth i ng
Selact Timings
NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | System Use Policy, | Privacy Palicy For help, email usersve@chir.osu.edy

Now you can explore the data via the menu tree on the left side of the page. When you find a variable or
set of variables you want to download, be sure to click the box next to the variable name. When you are
finished, click the Save/Download tab.
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NLS Investigator Search

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSY97 (National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997) Errata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials)
Custom Weights
Select a substudy:
NLSY97 1997-2017 (rounds 1-18)
Released December 05, 2019

To start a new search click here

Choose Tagsets Variable Search Review Selected Variables Codebool

Browse Index Browse Index with Search

Index of Selected Variables
~-Education, Training & Achievement

Showing 15 of 15 filtered by

Primary Variables

Scores (23402) QUESTION NAME VARIABLE TITLE
—Education (18222) 1|07 |Z8032200 CVG GRADES REPEAT EVER 2007 # GRADES R HAS EVER REPEATED 2007 XRND
~-Summary measures (518) 2| |z9032300 CVC GRADE_SKIPPED EVER 2007 # GRADES R EVER SKIPPED 2007 XRND
= All schaals (275) 3|7 Jzeos3s00 cvc HGC EVER RS HIGHEST GRADE COMPLETED XRND
t..Cumulative (15) —
4| [z9083900 CVG HIGHEST DEGREE EVER HIGHEST DEGREE RECEIVED XRND
+|-By year (264)
; 5| [29084000 CVC SCH ATTEND EVER # SCHOOLS R ATTEND EVER XRND
+ Primary & secondary
! school (124) 6| [z9084100 CVC GED MONTH R REGEIVED GED XRND
+ College (115) 7| fze0saz00 cve HS DIFLOMA DATE REGEIVED HIGH SCHOOL DIFLOMA XRND
+-Schooling history (1640 -
g histery (1640) 8| [za084300 DATE REGEIVED ASSOCIATES DEGREE XRND
+|-School-specific char -

(roster) (16064) 9|0 [za084400 DATE REGEIVED BAGHELORS DEGREE XRND
+|-Training (810) 10| [zg084500 DATE R RECEIVED PROFESSIONAL DEGREE XRND
+-Gognitive tests (13) 11| |z9084600 DATE R RECEIVED DOCTORAL DEGREE XRND
+-Transcript data (4458) 12| |za084700 DATE R RECEIVED MASTERS DEGREE XRND

Employment (27430) —
: 13| 0 [zg084800 DATE LEFT PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL XRND
+-Household, Geography & Gontextual —
! Variables (5200) 14|71 [zg084900 HIGHEST PRIMARY/SECONDARY GRADE COMPLETED XRND
+/ Dating, Marriage & 15| ) |Z28085000 HIGHEST PRIMARY/SECONDARY GRADE ATTENDED XRND

Conhabitation (1718)

- -
Sexual Activity, Pregnancy & \ 500 1
Fertility (1749)

Chidron (2387 Click in box to select variable

Parents, Family Process &
Childhood (187)

i

I B

On the next screen, you’ll be able to save your tag set (meaning, not download the data, but name and keep
the variable list you’ve chosen for a later date) or download.

Choose the Advanced Download tab. Within that tab, choose which file type you want to download (I've
chosen just plain CSV here) and what you want to call the download. When you’re ready, click the download
button.
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NLS Investigator Search

NLS Investigator Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:

NLSY97 (National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997) Errata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials)
Custom Weights

Select a substudy:
NLSY97 1997-2017 (rounds 1-18)
Released December 05, 2019

To start a new search click here

sets Variable Search Review Selected Variables (6) Codebook Save / Download

Advanced Download Manage Downlo:

C your
© Create Download of Data \ (1) Advanced Download

Tagset (list of s
~| SAS® contral file (Include
SPSS® control file (inclu
STATA® dictionary file of selected variables
R® Source code (includes the afile of &
Codebook of selected variables — (2) ChOOSE ﬂle type(s)
| Short Description File
Comma-delimited datafile of selected variables (o be

Column headers -- Use @Reference Number () Question Name (d

Choose

Save Tagset Basic Downlo:

elc

Create Frequency / Table
~ Apply Universe Restrictors (How to use Universe Restrictors)
Filename: | nlsy97 subset Download 4+ (3) Name and download

T
hyphen or undersc

T YT,

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | System Use Policy | Privacy Policy. For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu

After your data set is prepared, you can download it to your computer.

[ ] m & nisinfo.org

NLS Investigator Search

NLS Investigator Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:

NLSY¥87 (National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997) Errata, Documentation (user's guide, g
Custom Weights

Select a substudy:
NLSY97 1997-2017 (rounds 1-18)
Released December 05, 2019

To start a new search click here

Choose Tagsets Variable Search Review Selected Variables (6) ‘Codebook Save / Download

Save Tagset Basic Download Advanced Download Manage Downloads

Download Status:
All downloads are available. Please click a download link below to begin downloading.

All Available Downloads:

Study Name Size Download

1 ) 2020-05-16 15:38:15 NLSY97 nisy97_subset 37.1K|download B ——————

Delete Selected Files

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | System Use Policy | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu
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Direct download of full NLS data sets

Alternately, you can directly download the full NLS data files at www.nlsinfo.org/accessing-data-cohorts. I
would recommend this approach if you think you’re going to want a large number of variables. Also, you’ll
eventually find it easier to do your variable selection in R rather than via the Investigator.

& nisinfo.org

Accessing Data { Cohorts | National Longitudinal Surveys

N t_ I L _t d_ I S ome | FAQs | SiteMap | Bibliography =~ Contact Us
A Program of the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics I T ——
Getting Started m Access Data / Investigator Suggest Questions for Future NLSY Surveys
Home »
| HeeruLines | A 1 D t I C h rt
ccessing vata onoris

Subscribe for Updates

Tutorials
It is recommended that users build custom data sets in Investigator for their particular research instead of downloading entire sets due to

Investigator User Guide the extraordinarily large amount of NLS data. Users may access custom sets via the Investigaior, the NLS online search and extraction

Investigator Video Tutorials tool.

Glossary For users who have the capacity to utilize extiremely large data files and the programs to handle them, downloads are available for
NLSY97 and NLSY79. Currently, NLSCYA and the original cohorts: Mature Women, Young Women, Older Men, and Young Men are
unavailable. Please visit the Investigator website to access these cohorts.

Each download file includes a dala file {.dat); a codebook file (.cdb); an Excel file (.csv); programs to read the data into SAS (.sas) and R
(.R); and a tagset file listing all reference numbers (.COHORT NAME). Stata and SPSS programs are available through Investigator but
are not included here
National Longitudinal Surveys (NLS) Cohort Data Sets
« NLS Youth 1997 (NLSY97) - updated February 14, 2020
Men and women born in the years 1960-84
o NLS Youth 1979 (NLSY79) - updated February 14, 2020
Men and women born in the years 1957-64
« NLSY7S Child and Young Adult (NLSCYA) - updated February 14, 2020
Biological children of women in the NLSY79
Currently unavailable:
« NLS Mature Women
Mature women born in the years 1922-37
» NLS Young Women
“Young women born in the years 1943-53
« NLS Older Men
‘Older men born in the years 1906-21
« NLS Young Men
“Young men born in the years 1841-52
National Longitudinal Surveys | Bureau of Labor Statistics NLS User Services
Postal Square Buiding | 2 Massachusetis Ave., NE usersvofch.osu edu | 1(614) 442-7368
Washington, DC 20212 | wwwa bis.govinls System Use Noification | Privacy Policy | Site Map
TEL 1 (202) 6917410 TOD 1 (800) 877-8339 Problems with ths Sits?

IPEDS

For institution-level information, the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) will likely
be your first stop. While the IPEDS site (nces.ed.gov/ipeds) will let you explore individual institutions or
use a portal to select particular variables (like the BLS investigator), you’ll want to just download the raw
files. Begin by selecting Use the Data.
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e @ nces.ed.gov

I ES ::' N C E :::i::t?;ﬁ':;:irs:?:s = MENU

Integrated Postsecondary . 9 =
I P E D s Education Data System Searen IPEDS Q ﬁ ] :- H =

) -

Your primary source for information on
U.S. colleges, universities, and technical
and vocational institutions.

National Center for
Education Statistics

e of Educs

Public Access Policy

Privacy and Security Policies

N atictical Standard

On the next page, look in the right column for the section Survey Data. From the drop down menu, choose
Complete data files.

NB: If you know how to work with databases, the Access databases may be useful for you. But to use these,
you either need a Microsoft Access license or a program to convert them to another format (like SQLite).
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I ES ::' N C E Egﬂg‘tﬂﬁg:: e = MENU

Integrated Postsecondary s s s 2
I P E D Education Data System e P R ﬁ i 1 =

IPEDS Data Use Help Desk (866) 558-0658 or ipedstoolsf@rti.org

Use the Data

Access IPEDS data submitted to NCES through our data tools or download the data to conduct your research

Data Explorer Compare Institutions @

Search for tables, charts, publications, or other products related to postsecondary Download IPEDS data files for more than 7,000 institutions and up to 250 variables.
education by keywords and filters. Data files are provided in comma separated value (*.csv) format.

(1) Choose Survey Data

Data are available starting with the 1980-81 collection year for the Complete data files
and Custom data files functions, which zip the data into comma separated value
(*csv). Beginning with the 2004-05 collection year, data for each collection year are
compiled into an Access database.

IPEDS Survey Components |}:|

Learn more about the individual IPEDS survey components: view training videos,
infographics, answers fo frequently asked questions, survey forms, and more.

Data Trends

2

Use the Trend Generator to view trends on most frequently asked subject areas Select download option
including: Enrollment, Completions, Graduation Rates, Employees and Staff,
Institutional Revenues, and Financial Aid. Access database

Complete data files @

== | ook Up an Institution @ Custom data files © plurning
Q Look up information for one institution at a time. Data can be viewed in two forms: T

institution profile (similar to College Navigator) and reported data (institution's

response lo each survey question). ‘ Select your shoricut \ ~ |

o 2) Choose Complete data files

Data Feedback Report @ ﬂ Publications and Products ( ) C C P

Download, print, or customize an institution's Data Feedback Report, a report that Review publications using IPEDS data including First Looks, Web Tables, methodology

graphically summarizes selected institutional data and compares the data with peer reports, and Digest Tables.

institutions.

o  Resources

he,, Statistical Tables @ o
=" Create simple descriptive statistics (e.g., total, count, average, median, standard Overview of IPEDS Data

deviation, percentiles) on selected IPEDS institutions and variables. IPEDS Glossary

Archived Survey Forms
T Dialia foct Deningt

You may see a popup window — if so, just agree. You’ll now see a pretty lonely page. If you have a specific
file or year you know you want, use the two drop down menus to filter your search. Otherwise, just click the
Continue button to see your options.
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nces.ed.gov

IES > NCES temissiut, s

I P E Integrated Postsecondary Data Tools | Help Desk 1 866-558-0658
DS Education Data System (C Startover |m| Save session Help I MAIN MENU

Complete Data Files

Data Release Info

Years & Surveys

Al years S All surveys 5
Data files are available in ZIP format. \

I ES =S N C E National Center for
& Education Statistics
e the Ir ca 5 E
Public Access Policy ERIC

Home Privacy and Security Policies Sitemap
About NCES Statistical Standards Organizational Chart
Publications Peer Review Process

Data lome ED Data Inventory

Funding

Js
News

U.S. Department of
Education

Click the links in the Data File column to get zipped versions of the CSV files. If you want a Stata data file
instead, choose the link from the Stata Data File column. You will probably want to grab the Dictionary
file while you're at it.

How do I know which file I need?, you might be asking. If you are unsure, you may want to download the
dictionary file first and check for the data element(s) you think you need. After a while, you’ll get better at
knowing (or reasonably guessing) which file is the one you need based on the names.
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& nces.ed.gov

IPEDS Data Center

IES » NCES Mememuns, =

I P E Integrated Postsecondary Data Tools | Help Desk 1 B66-558-0658
DS Education Data System C satover |Z save ses I MAIN MENU

Complete Data Files

Data Release Info

Years & Surveys

All years All surveys

Data files are available in ZIP format.

/ Choose CSV or STATA file

Year survey Title Ml‘ata File rrograms  pietionary (ot data
Institutional 3 8 SPSS, SAS,
2018 e Directory information [ HD2018 ] [ HD2018 STATA ] Bt dictiona ry

Educational offerings,

Institutional SPSS, SAS,

2018 | organization, services and 12018 IC2018 STATA SPSS, SAS, pictionary
Characteristics i jetic assaciations STATA
Institutional  Student charges for spss, sas,
2018 Characteristics  academic year programs ~ [C2018 AY 12018 Av STATA STATA Dictionary,
Student charges by
201g Institutional 500 m (vacational 1C2018_PY 1C2018_PY STATA SPSS, SAS,  pictionary
Characteristics STATA
programs)
Institutional  Response status for all SPSs, SAs,
2018 Characteristics  survey components LAS220:3 [-AGE201E STES STATA Sesierary
12-Month 12-month unduplicated spss, sas,
P b EFFY2018 EFFY2018 STATA Starh Dictionary
12-Month 12-month instructional SPSs, SAS,
2018 LN aetivig: 201718 EF1A2018 EFIA2018 STATA Seach Dictionary
12-Month Response status for all PSS, SAS,
2018 gl ey commonente FLAGS2018 FLAGS2018 STATA Atk Dictionary.
Admission considerations,
Admissions and  applications, admissions, spss, sas,
2018 Yot Scores enrollees and test scores, ADM2018 ADM2018 STATA STATA Dictionary:
fall 2018
Admissions and Response status for all PSS, SAS,
2018 QL N e FLAGS2018 FLAGS2018 STATA Srath Dictionary

Race/ethnicity, gender,
2018 Fall Enrollment attendance status, and  EF2018A EF201BA_STATA 2835 585, pictionary
level of student: Fall 2018

Major field of study,
race/ethnicity, gender,

2018 Fall Enrollment ot o s, and

EF2018CP EF201BCP_STATA Dictionary

Download all of IPEDS via R

If you don’t want to bother with the portal, I've written an R script that will download the en-
tirety of IPEDS to your computer (a little over 1 GB if you only want one type of data file). See
github.com /btskinner/downloadipeds for the script and information on how to use it.

College Scorecard
Though it’s intended to give students and their families better information about their college options, the

College Scorecard offers data that’s useful for research. In particular, you can find earnings data linked to
schools and programs that you can’t find anywhere else.

Direct

If you go to the College Scorecard homepage (collegescorecard.ed.gov), you'll see the portal that students
use. Scroll to the bottom of the page.
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& collegescorecard.ed.gov

FIND THE RIGHT FIT.

Find out about colleges: their programs, costs, admissions, results, and more.

CUSTOM SEARCH NAME SEARCH SHOW ME OPTIONS

Alternative Pathways to a Career Learn More About Paying for College

Paying for college can be a concern, but there are options

Apprenticeships are another great way to jump-start your to help! You can learn more about the types of financial aid
career. that are available at StudentAid.gov.

FIND ONE THAT'S RIGHT FOR To receive financial aid, you must complete the Free

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form. You can

At the bottom of the page, you'll see a link to download the data files that power the Scorecard.

& collegescorecard.ed.gov

College Scorecard

Alternative Pathways to a Career Learn More About Paying for College

Paying for college can be a concern, but there are aptions

Apprenticeships are another great way to jump-start your to help! You can learn more about the types of financial aid
Clle to career. that are available at StudentAid.gov.

access FIND ONE THAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU! To receive financial aid, you must complete the Free

fu" data Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form. You can
files Curious what careers are out thera? O*NET's career use FAFSA4casterto see hov;:wuch aid may be available to
explorer is there to help! you.
EXPLORE CAREERS START MY FAFSA® FORM
Don't forget: Do fill out the FAFSA® form, but also look into
other programs such as Gl Bill Benefits that may also help
you pay for school.
A J

Powered txv!Gmleae Scorecard Dala' v2.2.1 | Gontact Us | Notices | Glossary | U.S. Department of Education

ZIP Code latitude and longitude provided by GeoNames under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License.
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On the data page, you can download the full set of files or just the latest data. Unless you have a good reason
to do otherwise, I would recommend getting all the data. You may also want to follow the Documentation
tab to get the data documentation.

& collegescorecard.ed.gov

College Scorecard

DATA HOME DOCUMENTATION CHANGE LOG GLOSSARY

You ma ant to get documentation, too
Download the Data " 9 . '

Download the data that appear on the College Scorecard, as well as supporting data on student completion, debt
and repayment, earnings, and more.

This data was last updated March 30, i.m/

Most Recent Most Recent Data by
Institution-Level Data Field of Study

Click to download files

All Data Files o

289 MB ZIP
148 MB CSV 51 MBCSV

Looking for help? Visit StackExchange or email the help desk at scorecarddata@rti.org For inquiries by members
of the press, please contact press@ed.gov.

Powered by College Scorecard Data | v2.2.1 | Contact Us | Notices | Glossary | U.S. Depariment of Education

ZIP Code latitude and longitude provided by GeoNames under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License.

rscorecard

You can also download College Scorecard data directly from R using the rscorecard package, which accesses
Scorecard data via an API. See btskinner.io/rscorecard for more information and examples.

American Community Survey (ACS)

The American Community Survey (ACS) is part of the U.S. Census that, unlike the decennial census, collects
data each year. While it has information on education that you may want to use directly, the ACS is also a
great source for place-based data that you can merge with other data sets (student-level data, for example,
if you know where they live). The ACS homepage is here: census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.

There are a few ways to access ACS data. I will show you how to get the public use micro sample (PUMS)
data. From the ACS home page, click on the Data link on the left.
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BROWSE BY TOPIC

& census.gov

Search

EXPLORE DATA LIBRARY SURVEYS/ PROGRAMS INFORMATION FOR...

FIND A CODE

ABOUT US

AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY (ACS)

About the Survey
Respond to the Survey

News & Updates

Data

Guidance for Data Users
Geography & ACS

Technical
Documentation

Methodology
Library

Operations and
Administration

Contact Us

< Back to Our Surveys &
Programs

) @

(11

Respond to the ACS
Learn how

#f Census.gov > Our Surveys & Programs > American Community Survey (ACS)

American Community Survey (ACS)

The American Community Survey (ACS) helps local officials, community
leaders, and businesses understand the changes taking place in their
communities. It is the premier source for detailed population and
housing information about our nation.

How do | respond to ACS data help with Should | respond to
the ACS? COVID-19 response both the ACS and
efforts 2020 Census?

Data

2018 Data Release

Learn more about 2018 ACS data releases, including the latest release of new 2014-2018 ACS S-year
PUMS files and Variance Replicate Estimates, as well as the new 2018 ACS 1-year Supplemental
Estimates

On the next screen, click on the PUMS link which again is on the left.

CUnite States”

BROWSE BY TOPIC

& census.gov

Search

EXPLORE DATA LIBRARY SURVEYS/ PROGRAMS INFORMATION FOR...

FIND A CODE

Is this page helpful? X
ﬁ Yes No

ABOUT US

AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY (ACS)

Data Tables & Tools
Data via FTP

Summary File Data

PUMS Data

Variance Replicate
Tables

Race/Ethnicity and
American Indian &
Alaska Native Data

Custom Tables

< Back to American
Community Survey
(ACS)

o0 0o
11
Respond to the ACS

Learn how

# Censusgow > OurSurveys & Programs > American Community Survey (ACS) > American Community Survey Data

American Community Survey Data

New Data Every Year!

(N The American Community Survey collects data on an ongoing basis, January
through December, to provide every community with the information they need
to make important decisions

We release new data every year, in the form of estimates, in a variety of tables,
tools, and analytical reports.

Data Tables and Tools

The Data Tables and Tools pages provide explanations and links to our most popular data tables
on data.census.gov.

Data Profiles

Narrative Profiles

Subject Tables
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Related Information

Federal Statistical Research Data
Centers

Available APls

Contact Us

You May Be Interested In

RELATED TOPICS
ContactUs

AROUND THE BUREAU
Email Updates

MOST POPULAR

Share Your ACS Data Story

Is this page helpful? x
6 Yes Q No




There are a couple of ways to get PUMS data: from the old FTP site or the newer data.census.gov site.
Though it’s less pretty, I'll show you the FTP version (if you have used FTP applications before to access
data, you can use those here).

L ] < am| & census.gov

Search

United States”
Censu

Bureau

BROWSE BY TOPIC EXPLORE DATA LIBRARY SURVEYS/ PROGRAMS INFORMATION FOR... FIND A CODE ABOUTUS

H Census.gow > Our Surveys & Programs > American Community Survey (ACS) > American Community Survey Data > PUMS Data

gmg\fég?gé?MMUNlTV o PU M S D ata Related Information

Data Tables & Tools

[ el B . R B B Share Your ACS Data Story
=/ Supporting documentation for the data below is available on the PUMS

Data via FTP . Documentation page. Contact Us
Summary File Data [0 Introduction to the Public Use
PUMS Data Microdata Sample (PUMS) File
Available on the FTP site PUMS on data.census.gov
Yartance Replicate You May Be Interested In
PUMS files back to 2005 are available in Microdata access from 2005-current is now
Race/Ethnicity and CSV and SAS formats available on data.census.gov in beta RELATED TOPICS
Alme'?can Indian & Contact Us
Alaska Native Data
2018 ACS PUMS 2014-2018 ACS 5-year PUMS AROUNG THE BUREAU
Custom Tables Email Updates
< Back to American MOST POPULAR
Community Survey 2017 ACS PUMS 2018 ACS 1-year PUMS Share Your ACS Data Story
Data
o0 0o 2016 ACS PUMS 2013-2017 ACS 5-year PUMS
T '
Respond to the ACS
Learn how
2015 ACS PUMS 2017 ACS 1-year PUMS
2014 ACS PUMS 2012-2016 ACS 5-year PUMS
. L X
2013 ACS PUMS 2016 ACS 1-year PUMS “rver " Cive

You'll notice the FTP page looks like a file system. That’s basically what it is. Click on the file name
you want. For more information on whether you want 1-, 3-, or 5-year estimates, check out this page:
census.gov /programs-surveys,/acs/guidance/estimates.html.
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[ ] < # www2.census.gov

United States’
Censiis

Name Last modified  Size Description

a Parent Directory
o) |-Year/ 12-Nov-2019 08:34
I 5-Year/ 29-Jan-2020 08:26

ABOUT US FIND DATA BUSINESS & ECONOMY PEOPLE & HOUSEHOLDS SPECIAL TOPICS NEWSROOM
Help for Survay Participants QuickFacts Help With Your Forms 2020 Census Advisors, Canters and News Releases
FAGs Explore Gensus Data Economic Indicators 2010 Census Reesarch Programs Release Scheduls
Director's Comer 2020 Census. Ecanamic Census American Community Survey A Facts for Features
Regional Offices. 2010 Census E-Stats. [ Tribal Resources (AIAN) Stats for Stories.
History : Intarnational Trade. Poverty rgancy Preparedness g

Ressarch Interactive Maps Export Codes Population Estimates. S e

Scientific Integrity Training & Workshops. NAICS Populstion Projections

Census Carsers Data Tools [ Heallh Insurance G s
Business Opportunities. [—— Longitudinal Employer- Housing Lt
[re—— Publications. e [r—

Intargovernmentai Survey of Business Owners
Contact Us

Genealogy

Accessibility | Information Quality | FOIA | Data Protection and Privacy Policy | U.S. Department of Commerce

On the final page, you can choose data at the state level. There are two basic types of files, each pertaining
to sections of the survey:

e Housing: These files start with h after the underscore
o Person: These files start with p after the underscore

For more information about which file to use or PUMS more generally, visit census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/technical-documentation/pums/about.html.
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[ ] < & www2.census.gov

United States
Censu
Name Last modified  Size Description

: Parent Directory -
PUMS_file_naming_convention.pdf 12-Nov-2019 08:34 36K

— D A 31-0ct-20 2
E::j::f;f h 31_0CI_20;::::: 730;; Choose your state file(s) ("h" for housing; “p" for person”)
) csv_harzip 31-0c-2019 15:19 2.4M - "esv_hak.zip” = Housing file for Alaska

csv_haz.zj 31-0ct-2019 15:19 5.0M . -
Emimﬂz T Loca01o 1510 230 - "csv_pak.zip” = Person file for Alaska
ﬁ csv_hco.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:19 4.1M
ﬁ csv_het.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:18 2.7TM
ﬁ csv_hdc.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18 727K
ﬁ csv_hde.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18 921K
ﬂ csv_hfl.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18  15M
ﬁ csv_hga.zip 31-Oct-2019 15:18 7.2M
ﬁ csv_hhi.zip 31-Oct-2019 15:18 1.IM
ﬁ csv_hia.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18 2.5M
ﬁ csv_hid.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:18 1.4M
ﬁ csv_hil.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18 8.9M
ﬂ csv_hin.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:18 4.9M
ﬁ csv_hks.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:18 2.3M
ﬁ csv_hky.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:17 3.4M
ﬁ csv_hla.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:17 3.5M
ﬁ csv_hma.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:17 49M
ﬁ csv_hmd.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:17 42M
ﬂ csv_hme.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:17 1.4M
ﬁ csv_hmi.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:17 7.6M
ﬁ csv_hmn zip 31-Oct-2019 15:17 4.IM
ﬁ csv_hmo.zip 31-0ct-2019 15:17 4™
ﬁ csv_hms.zip 31-0c¢t-2019 15:17 23M
B row hmt 2in 2ALOeeI010 1517 1 OM

Other

Below are some other data sources you may find useful, either on their own or joined with the data sets
above.

o Current Population Survey (www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html)

o TIGER/Line  Shapefiles  (www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-line-
file.html)

o Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov/data/)

o Delta Cost Project (deltacostproject.org/delta-cost-data)

o Urban Institute Data Explorer (educationdata.urban.org/data-explorer/)

o PISA (www.oecd.org/pisa/data/)
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